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The health of 

our Planet and 

water sources 



Global status 

Decline in the 

population of 

freshwater 

vertebrates 

90 % of the wetlands disappeared 

 

Living Planet Index 

Collapsing 

fisheries and 

disappearing 

deltas 





European waters 

35% of wetlands gone in the past half of century 

 

Only 40% of our freshwater is in good health 

The Danube lost 

nearly 70% of its 

floodplain 



Solutions? 



Strong legislation 

• Water Framework Directive 

• Since 2000 

• Goal: to improve the status of  

 our waters by 2027 

No enforcement and weak  

implementation!  

Review started in 2018 



Water Framework Directive 



What can 

member 

states do to 

improve EU 

waters? 



Surface water bodies failing to achieve good status  



WFD fitness check consultation approach 

• Public consultation for WFD fitness check started in September 2018;  

• Public consultation consists of two parts - a general one  ‘aimed at citizens with an 

ordinary level of knowledge’, and a specialist one aimed at ‘respondents with particular 

expertise or interest’;  

• Targeted consultation (e.g. stakeholder consultation) throughout the process will be 

composed of workshops (related to main pressures) and to the main management 

issues, conferences, interviews and surveys. 

• There are two options at the end of the fitness check: 

• the WFD fits for purpose and recommendations are developed for the better implementation; 

• WFD is opened for revision;  

• The decision will be made by the next EU Parliament, 2020 at the earliest; 



The overall objective is to revive the ambition of the WFD, upholding the true 

spirit of the EU water law that would enable a great majority of rivers, lakes and 

wetlands in Europe to stay or become healthy (good status objective reached). 

 
Key messages of NGO coalition: 

– More effort is needed from Member States on sustainable management of water and 

protection of water ecosystems in Europe; 

– Member States to improve implementation of the WFD framework;  

– EU Commission and Member States to improve policy integration (water mgm and 

relevant sectoral policies);  

– WFD is one of the most important pieces of environmental legislation ever to pass;  

– Where and when properly implemented WFD has delivered benefits for nature, economy 

and society. Good cases exist! 

– More investments in sustainable water management would provide additional benefits to 

society. 
 

 

Objectives of environmental NGOs in WFD review 



We can Protect our water sources together! 

 

 

 

 
#ProtectWater 

 

https://youtu.be/nCRjqwhsN8M 



Thank you 
panda.org 

livingrivers.eu 

wwf.hu 

 
alexa.antal@wwf.hu 

tamas.gruber@wwf.hu  
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